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Editor’s preface
It has been a tremendous treat for me to be able to edit this volume in honor of Dave
Robbins. This is an eclectic collection, ranging from an historical account of Lewis Car-
roll’s ciphers to new ways of using computer algebra systems to discover and prove iden-
tities involving multi-sum basic hypergeometric series. What unites these papers is that
Dave would have enjoyed reading and learning from each of them.
I first met Dave in the spring of 1982, at the Oberwolfach meeting that Doron describes
so well in his exuberant article. This meeting was my introduction to alternating sign ma-
trices. Like Doron, I was overwhelmed by the beauty of what Dave and his colleagues had
discovered.
Over the succeeding years I worked on alternating sign matrices and plane partitions
and followed the progress of others. My book about the search for and ultimate discov-
ery of a proof for the alternating sign matrix conjecture, Proof and Confirmations, trulyFig. 1. David Robbins (1998).
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was a labor of love. The importance of Dave’s mathematics is witnessed by its continuing
ability to suggest connections and deep relations that no one had guessed and to engender
good problems that entice and challenge the best mathematicians in the world today.
Dave was good at that. He had a knack for spotting promising problems, clarifying them
for others, and helping to move forward our understanding of them. A recent example is
the problem of the areas of cyclic polygons that Dave was working on in his last year. As
Igor Pak explains in his survey article, Dave has opened up a very rich vein that connects
to current work in combinatorial geometry. It is particularly gratifying to be able to include
in this volume the article by Dave and co-workers Miller Maley and Julie Roskies that
completes much of the work Dave did on cyclic polynomials in 2003.
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